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Weights and Measures. 
The Report.of the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures on the 


Memorial of A. B: Woopwarp, relative to a. Standard of Measure, 
anda Home Department. Read and agreed to May 19, 1824. 


The Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, to whom was re- 
ferred the memorial of A. B. Woodward, beg leave to report, 


‘That, the memorialist proposes to establish a Standard of Mea- 
sures for the United States, on mathematical principles from the 
properties of the curve of the byperbola, which he states in his 
memorial. 2 

He also suggests the propriety of establishing a Home Depart- 
ment in our general government, to be charged with the care of 
establishing a Standard of Weights and Measures, as well as_ with 
other internal concerns of the country. 

The Committee, without expressing any opinion as to the pro- 
posed Standard of Measures, beg leave to state, that they have not 
had leisure since the memorial was placed in their hands, to 
examine a subject of so much ‘intricacy, as that of Weights and 
Measures. And, the Committee do not deem it expedient, at this 
time, to recommend the establishment of a new Department.— 
They, therefore, ask to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of this subject. 


Letter and Memorial of A. B. Woodward, proposing a Standard of 
Measure for the United States, April bth, 1824, read and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures. 


To the Honourable Danie! D. Tompkins, Vice President of the United States, 
and President of the Senate: 





— 











Sin: The circumstance of our being from the same state, and 
having been educated at the same university ; and the relationship 
you hold to the honourable body, more immediately concerned with 
the contents of the accompanying memorial ; induce me to present 
it to you, for the purpose of receiving sucha disposition as may best 
conduce to the advantage of our common country. 

I have the honour to be, sir, with the highest respect and esteem, 
your obedient servant, A. B. WOODWARD. 

Washington, March 31, 1824. 


A PROPOSAL OF A STANDARD OF MEASURE FOR THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. 


Respectfully subinitted to the consideration of the Senate. 


The subject of a standard of measure has heretofore engaged the 
attention of the Senate. It concerns the glory of our nation that a 
system of measures of length, and of capacity, as well as asystem of 
weights, should be matured. Nor are they jess required by public 
utility. Experience has so fully proved, and is daily so confirming, 
the expediency of decimal divisions and compositions, that, whatever 
standard may be adopted, this important characteristic ought to be 
studiously consulted, and steadily adhered to. 

Two standards have principally attracted the attention of nations. 
One of these is the actual mensoration of a portion of a great circle 
of the earth. Reasons sufficiently cogent have induced the prefer- 
ence of a meridian; and, comprehending the French and British 
measurements from Barcelona in Spain to. the Shetland islands, 
nearly a sixteenth part of a great circle has been subjected to actu- 
al mensuration. The other standard adverted to, is that of a pen- 
dulam, performing certain vibrations, in a certain latitude, and a 
certain temperature. The first has, at great expense, been re- 
duced to practice by France ; while the partiality of England ap- 
pearstp be stillattached to the latter, 

The principal inconvenience, distinct from the expense, attend- 
ing the mensuration of an object so large as a meridian of the globe, 
is uncertainty and variableness in the result. Wheo the king of 
France, in former days, sent a body of philosophers to measure a 
degree of a meridian in the arctic regions, notwithstanding they 
were aided by smooth ice, and the mensurations were often repeat- 
ed, no two of them came ont the same ; and they were, eventually, 
obliged to assume an average for the result. Incredible pains were 
indubitably taken, in the modern French measurement of nearly 
ten degrees of latitude, to obtain. an accurate result. Yet itis 
scarcely to be hoped that if a repetition.of the mensuration were to 
be made by another nation, or even in the same country, a sensible 
variation would pot be foundin the result, ‘hus, in the case of an 
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the identical dimension would, not only, prove extremely difficult ; 
but, perhaps, absolately impossible, 

~ Indeducing a standard from the vibrations of the pendalum, great 
accuracy has, also, been attained in England. Even so smalla space 
as the ten thousandth part of an inch bas thus been made distinguish- 
able. Yet the extreme nicety of the observations, and the delicate 
allowances for diversity of materials, of latitade, and of temperature, 
as well as the chronometrical precision required, combine to ren- 
der the operation very arduous and difficult; and therefore liable, 
under difference of place and time, to uncertainty and variableness 
in the result. If, therefore, an American standard conld be devised, 
equally accurate with either of these, or more so; and, particularly, 
attended with greater facility in the execution ; there can be no 
doubt it would reflect honour on our country, as well as subserve 
the general interests of science. 
I have long thought of such a standard, and felt it. a duty to sug- 
gest it to my country; a duty, of which too protracted a neglect 
would, beyond question, be unpardonable. 1, therefore, avail myselt 
of the present opportunity to perform it ; and trust that in its execu- 
tion I do not manifest a want of due humility. 
The first principle assumed, as the basis of the standard about 
to be proposed, is, that for all practical purposes a space less. than 
the smallest which can be rendered visible may be disregarded. 
If, therefore, a Standard can be devised which, atiall times, ‘ip all 
places, and whenever reproduced, shall not differ from itself but_b 
a quantity less than the smallest visible space, the object is attained. 

Let it be assumed as a second principle in practice that the im- 
pression of the finest point upon the finest substance constitutes a 
space which is the smallest that can be rendered visible. 

The impression of the finest needle upon the finest paper may 
afford an instance. 

Microscopic powers would enlarge such a point, barely visible 
by the unarmed organ, toa circular space of the radius of about one- 
fourth part of an inch. 

The smallest visible point being then considered as an object ca- 
pable of being ascertained, it becomes, now, necessary to show how. 
a line may be constructed such that, whenever and wherever repro- 
duced, it shall not differ from itself, but by a quantity less than such 
a point. 

The performance of this depends upon a property of the curve 
termed a hyperbola. ' 

To a philogopher of that country once so renowned in science, 
which has been entombed for ages in -oppressiony and which it is 
our lot now to behold reclaiming its ancient fame, are mankind in- 
debted for the explanation of the principal properties of the hy- 
perbola. 

Apollonius, who flourished about two and a half centuries ante- 
rior to the zra of Christianity, demonstrated, among othet proper- 
ties of this curve, that indefinitely extended it continually approxi- 
mates its asymptotic lines, without a possibility of ever meeting them. 

Though the mathematical demonstration of this proposition is un- 
exceptionable; and, when comprehended, is universally satisfacto- 

ry ; yet it cannot fail, at first, to appear a paradox to every erdinary 
mind. 

Admitting the definition of a geometrical point to be correct, and 

that it has absolutely no magnitude, the proposition is strictly true ; 

but, the moment a point is conceived to possess the smallest real 

and seasible magnitude, the proposition ceases to be practically trae. 

A familiar demonstration, however, of the abstract truth of the 
proposition, that one line may infinitely approach another, without 
the possibility of meeting it, would be useful; and therefore one 
will, in ‘the sequel, be presented, that precludes all hesitation of 
assent. 

Let there be drawa four equal and conjugate hyperbole, The 
transverse axis'and the conjugate axis will, therefore, be the same; 
and the asymptotic lines wil] constitute a right angle, in the centre. 
Let an ordioate to the axis be drawa in everyjone of the hyperbolz ; 
and let it be required that the axis shall bear a giver ratio to that 
ordinate. Let it be further required that the hyperbola and the 
asymptotic line shall appear to touch in the smallest point that can 
be rendered visible. The ordinate will, therefore, appear fo meet 
the same point. These conditions cannot be complied with, unless 
the square, apparently formed by the ordinates, be of a certain 














accidental.loss, or of a mutilation, of the standard, the recovery of 


size. If the size, the axis retaining to the ordinate the ratio given, 
be too large, a space greater than the smallest visible point will res 
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miin between the hyperbola, and of course between the extrem-1 
ties of the ordinate, and the asymptotic lines. If, on the contrary, 
the size’ be too smalt, the hyperbola and the asymptotic line will 
appear to coincide, the axis bearing to the ordinate the ratio given, 
beiore they reach the extremities of the ordinate. 

In order to produce a regular and beautiful decimal division, let 
some conditions, not otherwise essential, be assumed in practice.— 
Let it, for instance, be required that the axis shall bear to the ordi- 
naté the ratio of one to five ; and that the distance from the center 
of. the hyperbola to their respective vertices shall be equal to the 
distance from the vertices to the respective foci. Extend the axis 
to thie ordinates, and divide the space between the focus and the or- 
difiate itito three more sach equal parts. Let lines be drawn through 
the apex, the focus, and two of those parts, parallel to the opposite 
ordinates, and meeting their conjugates. On the same principles, 
the ratio of the axis to the ordinate may be varied, and that of one 
to fifty, or to tive hundred, and so on, assumed. until taste or con- 
venience be gratilied ; and yet the decimal division be constantly 
retained. 

‘In practice, the more Jines that seek the same point, the great- 
ér. the probability of accuracy. Hyperbole may, therefore, be 
drawn at all or any of the points between the apex or vertex of 
the first and the ordinate, and asymptotic lines described; all 
converging to the same visible point. At the sides and angles of 
the first and original square, eight similar ones may be described, 
multiplying almost fourfold the number of lines before stated as 
susceptible of being drawn within the first and original square. 

‘fhe familiar itlustration, before alluded to, may be thus exem- 
plified. Let a rod be held at right angles to the crevice of a floor, 
or the seam of a carpet. Mark a spot on the floor or carpet over 
which the red passes, at any given distance on one side of the cre- 
vice or seam. Let it be required that the rod, indefinitely extend- 
ed, should always pass over that spot, while it is moved, at some 
point between its extremities, along the crevice or seam, supposed 
also to be indefinitely extended. The extremity of the rod, on 
the other side of the crevice or seam, will describe a line con- 
stantly coming nearer the crevice or seam, as the point by which 
the.rod is held is moved farther along the crevice or seam, without 
a possibility of ever reaching it; since the other side of the rod, 
indefinitely extended, must always pass over a point at a given dis- | 
tance from the crevice or seam. When they coincide, this con | 
dition ceases to be complied with; and, until they coincide, the | 
approximating point cannot actually meet the line along which | 
the rod is moved. 

It is obvious, from the principles herein exhibited, that the. 
quadtature of the cirele may be effected within a space less than} 
the smallest visible point. ‘The emperor Charles V. offered a} 
hundred thousand crowns, for the solution of this problem ; and. 
the Republic of Holland, also, offered a large sum. Archimedes 
has shewn that a right angled triangle, having the radins for one | 
side, andthe circumference for the other, is equal to the circle. | 
A parrallelogram, therefore, having the radius for one side, and | 

the semi-circumference for the other, is equal to the circle. In like 
manner, a parallelogram, having the diameter for one side, and 
the length of the quadrantal arc for the other, is equal to the cir- | 
cle. Let it be supposed, according to the English experiments, | 
that the ten thousandth part of an inch is the smallest distinguish- | 
able space. 
ameter of a circle of one inch, will be greater than seven thou- | 


The length of the quadrantal arc, set off on the di-} 


ard is an advyntage. If, in practice, it should be deemed advig. 
able to institute a system of measures, of which the unit-should 
agree with some existing or known measure, it is ‘only 
to ascertain the proportion which the axis will bear to the 
nate, in order to produce fhat measure. Thus, if the cubit og 
palm of antiquity, the foot or yard of modern nations, the. met 
of France, or the parliamentary red of England, should be 
at, the proposed standard will produce any one of them, if the ra. 
tio be ascertained of the axis to the ordinate, when the hyperbola 
and the asymptote, and of course the ordinate, appear to meet 
in a point constituting the smallest visible space, the ordinate be. 
ing the actual measure assumed. Though Ido not imagine the 
as-umption of any existing or known measure the best course tg 
be adopted, yet it must be confessed that the utility of the pro. 
posed standard would be signal, in, at any time, reproducing the 
same measure, without repeating the processes by which it was 
originally obtained ; and that. with greater precision than wonld 
attend an actual repetition. Hence, the standard adopted, could 
be readily and accurately compared with, and reduced to, any 
o\her standard. 
The value of the proposed standard would, therefore, consist 
not only in the quality of its successive reproductions being more 
accurate than its own exemplars or copies ; but in its being the 
best instrument for the verification of all other measures: 
Our nation is growing into such consequence, and its relations 
to all other countries, and to the scientific interesta of mankind, 
are multiplying with such rapidity, that it will be difficult to insti- 
tute a national system of measures and weights, on any standard; 
and to regulate many other subjects of great importance, with the 
wisdom and the precision they require ; without a domestic de- 
partment, charged with its internal concerns. 
A. B. WOODWARD. 
Washington, March 15, 1824. 


AWS. 

Continued from folio 592. 
In the office of the Surgeon General, one clerk, whose salary shall not exceed 
the sum of one thousand one hundred and fifty dollars per annum: 
In the office of the Commissary General of Purchasers, three clerks, whose 
salaries, together, shall not exceed the sum of three thousand five hundred dol- 
lars per annum: 
Secr 2. nd be it further enacted, That it shall be lawfu! for the officers of 
the Departments to employ, ia their respective offices, messengers, assistants, and 
other persons, as follows, that is to say: 
In the office of the Secretary of State, one messenger, and assistant, at a com 
pensation not exceeding one thousand and fifty dollars per annum : 
In the Patent Office, one machinist, at a compensation not exceeding seven 
bundred dollars, and one messenger, at a compensation not exceeding four hun- 
dred dollars per annum: 
In the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, one messenger, and assistant, 
whose compensation, together, shall not exceed one thousand and fifty dollars 
per annum: 
In the oifice of the First Comptroller, one messenger, and assistant, at a com> 
peusation, togetiver, not exceeding one thousand and fifty dollars per annum: 
In the office of the Second Comptroller, one messenger, at a compensation not 
exceeding seven hundred dollars per annum : 
In the office of the Ficst Auditor, one messenger, at a compensation not ex- 
ceeding seven hundred dollars per annum : 
In the office of the Second Auditor, one messenger, at a compensation not éx- 
ceeding seven hundred dollars per annum : 
In the office of the Third Auditor, one messenger, and assistant, at’a compen- 
sation, together, not exceeding one thousand and fifty dollars per annum : 
In whe office of the Fourth Auditor, one messenger, at a compensation not ex- 








sand eight hundred and fifty three of those ten thousandth parts, || C¢e¢img seven hundred dollars per annum: 


and less than seven thousand eight hundred and fifty four, between | 


which the difference is, of course, less than a visible point. From | 


such a point on the diameter, set off as the extremity of the qua- 
* deantal arc, draw a perpendicular to the circle; and, from the 
point where it meets the circle, draw straight lines to the extremi- 
ties of the diameter ; and describe squares on those lines, and the 


diameter; and extend the perpendicular, in av opposite direction, | 
The angle | 


until it meet the side of the square of the diameter. 
made by the lines drawn from the extremities of the diameter, be- 
ing ina semicircle, isa right angle. The parallelogram, formed by 
the length of the quadrantal arc, set off on the diameter, and the 
side of the square of the diameter, is equal to the circle. ‘The 
square formed on the longer of the two lines, drawn from the ex- 
tremities of the diameter, is, according to the proposition demon- 
strated by Pythagoras, equal to that parallelogram ; and, therefore, 
also eyua! to the circle. By extending the decimal, it will con- 
tinue to be so, whatever diameter may. be assumed. 


In the office of the Fifth Auditor, one messenger, at a compensation not ex- 
ceeding seven hundred dollars per annum: , 

In the office of the Treasurer, one messenger, ata compensation not exceed 
ing seven hundred dollars perannum : 

In the office of the Commissioner of the General Land office, one messenger, 
and labourer, at a compensation, together, not exceeding eleveu hundred and 
fifty dollars per annum: 

In the office of the Register of the Treasury, one messenger,-and assistant, 
at a compensation, together, not exceeding one thousand and fifty dollars per 
annum: 

In the office of the Secretary of War, one messenger, and assistant, ata 
mpensation, together, not exceeding one thousand and fifty dollars per annum: 

In the office of the Paymaster General, one messenger, at a compensation not 
exceeding seven hundred dollars per annum: 

In the office of the Commissary General of Purchases, one messenger, at @ 
compensation not exceeding seven hundted dollars per annum : ‘ 

In the office of the Secretary of the Navy, one messenger, and ussistaut, at & 
com peusation, together, not exceeding one thousand and fifty dollars per annum : 

In the office of the Commissioners of the Navy, one messenger, at a compen- 
sation not exceeding seven hundred dollars pet annum : 











It will be conceived, that the flexibility of the proposed stand- 


In the office of the Postmaster General, one messenger, and assistant, ata 
compensation, together, not exceeding one thousand and fifty dollars per annum’ 
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In the Office of the Secretary of the Senate, One messenger, at a compensa- 
tion not exceeding seven bundred dollars per ahaum: 
In the office of the Clerk of the House of Representatives, three clerks, at a 
compensation’ pot exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars each ; and one 
messenger, whose salary shall not exceed seven hundred dollars per annam : 
Snot. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum of five thousand nine 
fundred and thirteen dollars and:twenty-five cents is hereby appropriated for 
one year’s compensation for one additional clerk in the Department of the Navy, 
and for four additional clerks in the General Post Office, including the sum of 
nine. hundred and. thisteen dollars and twenty-five cents, due for extra clerk 
hire in the General Post office during one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
y ousand eight hundred and twenty-three. 
Soe : “e ; | Approved, May 26, 1824.]} 


allow a salary tothe Collectors of the District of Nan- 
i i see cygee to abolish the office of Surveyor of the District of 
’ Pensacola. ; j 
[Secr. 1.) Be at enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America -in Congress assembled, That, from aud after the 
passage of this act, the following annual salaries be, and the same are hereby, 
allowed, to wit:—To.the Collector of the Port of Entry for the District of Nan- 
tucket, in the State of Massachusetts, the sum of two hundred and fifty dollais ; 
and to the Collector of the Port of Entry for the District of Pensacola, in the 
territory of Florida, the sum of five huudred dollars, ay 
Seor. 2. And beit further enacted, That, from and after the thirtieth day of 
June next, the office of Surveyor of the Port of Entry for the District of Pen- 
sacola, in the territory above mentioned, be, and the same is hereby, abolished. 
(Approved, May 26, 1824,] 


CHAP. 159. An ACT to confer certain powers on the Leyy Court of the Coun- 
ty of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, and for other purposes. 
[Secr. 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Levy Court of the 
County of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, shall, from and after the 
passing of this act, have, possess, and exercise, all the powers which the Coun- 
ty Courts of Virginia possessed and exercised on the twenty-seventh day of 
February, one thousand eight hundred aad one, in relation to the laying of the 
county levies; and that the Marshal of the District of Columbia shall collect 
and account for the levies so laid by said Court, in the same manner, and at the 
same time, as the Sheriffs of Virginia collected and accounted for the levies 
made by the aforesaid County Courts of Virginia, on the aforesaid twenty-sev- 
enth day of February, one thousand eight hundred and one. The Marshal of 
the District aforesaid, shall pay over the amount, so collected, to the onder of 
the Levy Court aforesaid. 
Scr. 2. And be it further enacted, That any seven Justices of the Peace in 
the County of Alexandria, aforesaid, who shall be duly qualified, shall be a 
quorum for the transaction of al] business appertaining by law to the Levy Court 
aforesaid. , 
Secr. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Orphans’ Court of the said 
County of Alexandria, shall, hereafter, be held at the court-house, in the town 
of Alexandria, s0 soon as a suitable room shall have been provided, on the pub- 
lic square on which said court house stands, for the safe-keeping of the records 
of said Orphaus’ Court. The said Orphans’ Court shall hold its sessions on the 
first Monday in each month, and may adjourn from day to day, for the purpose 
of transacting the business of said Court: Provided, That the whole number 
of days of the session of said Court shall uot exceed four in any one month. 
Sect. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Register of Wills for the Coun- 
ty of Alexandria aforesaid, shall, within two months from and after the passage 
of thisact, give bond and good security, payable to the United States, in the 
penalty of five thousand dollars ; which bond shall be conditioned for the due 
and faithful performance of the duties of his office, as prescribed by law, which 











and which’shall be loaded, in whole or in part, in the district of Petersburgh, 
by such Owuer or Owners, consignee or consignees, maysbe.cleared out by the col- 
lector of the district of Richmond, on application of the owner,, consignee, or 
captain, of such ship.or vessel: Provided, That the entire cargo shelve bona 
fide taken or shipped from the district of Richmond. [ Approved, May 26, 1824.] 





CHAP. 162. An ACT for the Relief of, cectain Distillers in the United States. 


(Scr. 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury be, and he is hereby, authorized and requirédtogefund, out of any money 
| in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the distillers of spirituous liquors, 
or their legal representatives, of any state -or district within the United States, 
who, at any time since the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, have used stills made according to Henry Witmer’s improvement upon 
Anderson’s condensing tub, and who bave paid a duty upon the capacity of the 
Slobes of such stills, all the moneys which such distillers may have, respectively, 
paid, as a duty, on the capacity of the globes of their said stills. 

| Approved, May 26, 1824.} 





et 

CHAP. 163. Au ACT to amend an act, entitled “‘ An act to amend an act for 
the establishment of a Territorial Government in Florida, and for other pur- 
poses.” 


{Secr. 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of. the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the judicial power of the 
territory of Florida shall be vested in three superior courts, and in such inferior 
courts, aud justices of the peace as the Legislative Council of the Territory may, 
from time to time, establish. » There shall be a superior court for that part of the 
territory situated to the West of the river Apalachicola, to consist.of one judge.; 
he shall hold his court on the first Mondays in May and November, in each and 
jevery year, at Pensacola, and at such other times and places as the Legislative 
Council may direct. 
ry situated between the Apalachicola and Suwannee rivers, to covsist-of onie 





each ang every year, at the seat of government in said territory, ay tsuch 
| other times and places as the Legislative Council nay direct. There shall be a 
| Superior court for that part of the territory situated to the east and south of the 
| Suwannee ‘river, to consist of one judge ; be shall hold his court on te first 
Monday in May and November, in eath and every year, at St. Augustine, and 
at such other times and places as the Legislative Council shall direct. Wathin 


in all civil cases of the value of une hundred dollars, arising under the laws of 
, the territory now in force, or which may, at any time hereafter, be enacted by 
'the Legislative Council, and shall have and exercise appellate jurisdiction over 
the inferior courts of said territory. Each judge shall appoint a clerk, who shal! 
| reside, respectively, at the place where his said court is, or may, bydaw, be di- 
rected to be held, and they shall keep the records there. Each clerk shall receive 
for his services, in all cases, arising under the lawsgof the territory, such fees as 
shall be established by the Legislative Council. And writs of errr and appeal 
trom the fina] decision of the said superior courts, authorized by this séctiun of 
this act, shall be made to the appellate court of said territory, hereinafter pro- 
vided for, in such manver, and under such regulations, as the Legislative Coup- 
| cil may direct; and, until the Legislative Council shall have'made such regula- 
tions, writs of error aud appeal from the final decision of the said superior 
courts sha!l be made to the appellate court of the territory, in the Same manner 
that writs of error and appeals are taken and prosecuted in the next adjoiuing 
state. ‘ 
Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, That each of the said superior courts 
spall, moreover, have and exercise the same jurisdiction within its limits, in all 
cases arising under the laws and constitution of the Uniied State which, by an 








pond shall be renewed once in every five years thereafter, and shall be approv- 
ed by the Orphans’ Court ; and shall be recorded anwng the records of the cir - 
cuit Court of the District of Columbia forthe County aforesaid ; an officia! Co 
py of which bond, duly certified, shall have the force and efiect of the original, 
in al] suits brought on said bond. [Approved, May 26, 1824. 





CHAP. 160, An ACT further to regulate the Inspection of Flour in the county 
of Alexandria. 

[Secr. 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the | 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, for the better regulation | 
of the inspection of flour within the coupty.of Alexandria, in the distriet of Co- 
lumbia, the Common Council of the town of Alexandria shall be, and they are 
hereby, empowered and required to divide the said county aud town into two 
inspection districts; that to each of tnose districts, there shall be eppointed a | 
flour inspector, in the mode now authorized by law, to perform altesnate duties | 
im the said districts; each of the said inspectors shall be liable to removal from 
office, at any time within the term for which he shall have been appointed by 
the Court making the appointment ; and during his coutinuance iv office, shall 
enjoy the same rights, and be subject to like duties and restraints, as the present 
inspector of flour in the said county of Alexandria. 

Seer. 2. And be it further enacled, That the said Common Council be, and 
they are hereby, empowered, to provide for a re-ispection of flour in store, 
whenever, in their opinion, it may require it, and to regulate the exportation 
and shipment thereof; to pass laws for the punishinent of all persons who shall 
be guilty of fraud, or otherwise violate their manerets oe ee rv 

inspecti s, so far as @y be necessary to effe ; 
the present inspection laws, so y  Asproced, May 26, 1824.) 


CHAP. 161. An ACT to authorize masters of vessels in certain cases, to clear 
out either at the Custom House of Petersburgh, or that of Richmond. 


[Smer.1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That any ship or vessel, owhed 





act to establish the judicial courts of the United States, approvéd the twenty- 
fourth day of September, one thousaud seven hundred and eighty-nihe, and “An 
+ct in addition to the act, entitled ‘An act to establish the judicial courts of the 
United States,” approved the second of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three, was vested in the court of the Kentucky district. The first six 
days of each term of the said courts, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
shall be appropriated to the trial of causes arising under the laws aud coostitu- 
tion of the United States. .And writs of error and appeal from the decisions i. 
the said superior courts, authorized by this section of this act, shal) be made to 
the appellate court of said territory, in such manner, and under such regulations, 
as the Legislative Council shajl direet.. The clerks, respectively, shall keep the 
records at the places where the courts are held, and no one clerk shall; by him- 
self or deputy, officiate at more than ove place for bolding said @ourts: they 
thall receive, in all cas@s unJer the laws and Constitution of the United States, 
the saine fees which the clerks of the district court of the next 
ceives (receive) for similar services. 

Sgot. 3, And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed, for each 
of the said courts, a person, learned in the law, to act as attorney of the Usited 
| States, as well as forthe territory, each of whom shall receive the same lees, both 

in civil and criminal cases, as are received by the district attorneys of the 
United States, of the next adjoining state, for sinvilar services ; and shall, more- 
over, receive, as a full compensation for all extra services, annually, the same 
salary, as is. provided, by law, for the district attorney of the district of Ken. 
tucky, to be paid quarterly, by the Treasury of the United States. ‘There shall, 
also, be appointed, for each of the said courts, a marshal, who shall perforin the 
same duties, be subject to the same regulations and penalties, and be entitled ty 
the same fees, to which marshals, in other distficts aré entitled for similar 
services; and shall, in addition, be paid the sum of two hundred dollars‘annual- 
ly, as a compensation for extra services; and shall, also, be cubject to sue 
regulations and penalties, as the Legislative Council shall impose, white acting 
under, and in virtue of, the territorial laws. Each judge shall recéive @ salary 
of fifteen hundred dollars per aunum, to be paid, quarterly, by the Treasury of 
the United States. 





adjoining state re - 














by, or consigned to, any person or persons in the collection district of Richmond, 


. 
a 


There shall be a superior court for that part of the territo- — 


judge ; he shall hold his court on the first Mondays.of April and October,*ine ° 


its limits, herein described, each court shall have jurisdiction in alb-criminal - 
cases, and exclusive jurisdiction in all capital uffences, and original jurigdiction » 
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- Monday in January, im each and every year, The senior judge shall be the 
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‘Sxer. 4. And be it further enatted, That there shall be orgauized in said, 
territory a court of appeals, to be composed of the judges of the supérior courts 
ofsaid territory, any two of whom shall be a quorum, and shall hold, annually, 
at the seat of government of said territory, one session, commeucing On the first 


presiding judge of said court, and the other judges shall have precedence accord- 
ing to the date of their commissions, of where their commissions are of the same 
date, according to their respective ages. Tbat the said court may, by any one 
of its’ judges being present, be adjourned, from day to day, until a quorum be 
convened: and if no oe of its judges be present, by the marshal of said 
court, until a quorum be convened; and the district attoraey, marshal, and 
clerk, of the superior court, of the middle district, shall be officers of the sai 
court of appeals ; and writs of error and appeal from the decision of the said 
court shall be made to the Supreme Court of the United States, in the same 
matiner, and uuder the same regulations, as from the circait courts of the 
Utited States, where the amount in controversy, to be ascertained by the oath 
or affirmation of either party, shall exceed one thousand dollars. 

Secr, 5. And be it further enacted, That so much of the act, of which this 
is un amendment, as requires the Legislative Council of said territory to com- 
mence its sessions on the first Monday in May, in each and every year, be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed; and the said Legislative Council shall, hereafter, 
hold a session in eyery year commencing on the second Monday in November, iv 
each and every year, but shal] not continue longer in session than four weeks 
after the first session, which shel! not continue longer than eight weeks; to be 
held at the seat of government in said territory, or at such other place or places 
as the Governor and Council may, from time to time, direct. 

Sror. 6. And beit further enacted, That so much of the act, of which this is 
an 4meidment, as requires that the Governor of Florida shal! not (eave the ter- 
ritory without the permission of the President of the United States, be, and the 
same ishertby, repealed. [ Approved, May 26, 1824. ] 





CHAP. 164. An ACT granting donations of land to certain actual settlers in 
the Territory of Florida, 


* 

(Seer. 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Commissioners for 
ascertaining titles and claims to lands in Florida, be, and they are hereby, au- 
thorized and required, within their respective districts, aud in addition to their 
former duties, to receive and examine all claimsthat may be presented to them, 
aud the evidence in support of each of such claims, founded on habitation and 
cultivation of any tract of land, town, or city lot, or out lot, by any person, 
beivg the head of a family, and twenty-one years of age, who, on the twenty- 
second day of February, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, actually in- 
habited and cultivated such tract of land, or actually cultivated and improved 
such lot, or who, on that day, cultivated any tract of land in the vicinity of any 
town or city, having a permanéot residence in such town or city, in said terri- 
tory; andto grant certificates of confirmation for any tract of jand thus inha- 
bited and cultivated, or cultivated by any person of thé above description, re- 
siding in any town or city in the vicinity of the tract so cultivated ; which land 
shall be located in an entire body, as nearly as possible, in cooformity to the 
surveys of the contiguous public lands, and so as to embtace the privcipal im- 
provements then made on any tract so claimed, and shal! not exceed in quantity 

«Six hundred aud forty acres: And it shall also be the duty of said Commission- 
ers to receive claims to land founded on habitation and cultivation, commenc- 
ed between the twenty-second of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
nineteen, and the seventeenth of July, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
one, when Florida was surrendered to the United States, and evideace in sup- 
port of the same; and to report an abstract of all such claims to Congress, aud 
of the claims by them confirmed, to the Secretary of the Treasury, and the 
elainns merely reported on, shall be laid before Congress at their next session, 
with the evidence of the time, nature, and extent, of such inhabitatiou and cul- 
tivation, in each case, and the extent of the claim: Provided, That no claim 
shall be received, confirmed, or reported, to Congress, by the said Commission- 
ers, for Confirmation, in favour of any person, or the legal representatives of 
any person, who claims any tract of land in said territory, by virtue of any 
written evidence of title derived from either the British or Spanish govern- 
ment. (Approved, May 25, 1824.} 








CHAP. 165. An ACT to authorize the State of Indiana to open a Canal through 
the Public Lands, to connect the navigation of the rivers Wabash and the 
Miami of Lake Erie. 


[Swer. 1.) Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representalives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the state of Indiana be, 
and is hereby, authorized to survey and mark, through the P»Stic lands of the 
United States, the route of a Canal, by which to connect the navigation of the 
rivers Wabash and Miamiof Lake Erie; and ninety feetof land, on each side 
ot said Canal, shall be reserved froin sale on the part of the United States, and 
the use thereof, forever, be vested in the state aforesaid, for a Canal, and for no 
other purpose whatever. 

Secr. 2. And be tt further enacted, That, if the said state shall not survey, 


and direct by law said Canal to be opened, and furnish the Commissioner of 


the Genera} Land Office a map thereof, within three years from and after the 
date of this act; Gr, if the said Canal be not completed, suitable for naviga- 
tion, within twelve years thereafter; or, if said land, hereby granted, shall ever 


evadse to be used and occupied for the purpose of constructing and keeping iv 


repaic a Canal, suitable for navigation; the reservation and grant aforesaid 


shall be void, and of none effect: Provided, That nothing in this act contained, 
or (that) shall be done in pursuance thereof, shell be deemed to imply any ob- 


“Seer. 3, And be it further enacted, That évéry”se 
which said Canal route may piss, shall’he, dnd the same is héreby, reserved 
from future sale, under the directiowof the-Comotissioner of the General, Land 
Office, until hereafter specially directed by law; and-the said stateis hereh 

authorized, without waste, to use any materials on the public lands adjacent te 
said Canal, that may be necessary for its sanieiie tT ete 


[ Approved, May 26, 1824) : 


CHAP. 166. An ACT authorizing an exan.isation and survey of the Hetborus 
Charleston, in South Carolina, of St. Mary’s in Georgia, ‘and of tue Cogs: 
of Florida, and for other purposes. ; 


(Seer 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary Of the 
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause to be made, an examination 
and survey of the harbors of Charleston, in South-Carolina, and St. Mary's 
| in Georgia, in reference to the expediency of establishing a navy yard at either 
of those places, for the building and repairing sloops of war and other vesselg 
of an inferior class; and, also, to cause to be made and perfected an examina. 
tion and survey of the harbour of Pensacola, and the coast of Florida, in order 
to ascertain the expediency of establishing a naval depot at Pensacola, of at 
such place in the vicinity of it, as may be most advantageous to the United 
| States; and that the sum of five thousand dollars be, and the same is he 
appropriated, for the purposes aforesaid, out of any money in the ‘Freasur 
otherwise appropriated. [-dpproved, May 26, 1824.) 


CHAP. 167. An ACT to alter the Jusicial Districts of Virgiaia, and for othe: 
purposes. Suey 

(Sxcr. 1.) Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following counties in 
the State of Virginia shall cease to bea part of the Eastern Judicial District of 
Virginia, and shall be added to, and form a part of, the Western District, that 
is to say: the counties of Botetourt, Rockbridge, Alleghany, Bath, Pe 
Augusta, Rockingham, Shena doah, Frederick, Jefierson, Berkley, Morgan, 
Hampshire, and Hardy; and that, in addition to the terms of the District 
Court now holden in the Western district, the Judge of the said Western Dis 
trict shall hold two terms in each year, at Staunton, in the county of Auga 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, That the terms of the Courts inthe said 
Western District shali be held on the days and at the places hereinafter men- 
tioned, viz: at Staunton, on the second Mondays in April and September; at 
Wythe Court House, on the third Moudays in April and September; at Lewis 
burg, on the fourth Mondays in April and September; and at Clarksburg, on the 
fourth Mondays in May and October, iti each year. 

Secr. 3. And be it further enacted, That if the Judge shall not attend on 
the first day of any Court, such Court shall stand adjourned, from day te 
day, for three days, if the same cause contioue; after which time, if the 
Judge still fail to attend, the Court shall stand adjourned until the first day of 
the next term. 

Sect. 4. And be at further enacted, That the Judge of said Court shall have 
power to hold special sessions, at his discretion, at either of the said places, 
for the trial of civil or criminal cases. [4Approved, May 26, 1824.) 

















CHAP. 168. An ACT for altering the time of holding the Circuit Court of the 
United States for the fourth Circuit in the Maryland District. 2 


[Secr. 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembied, That the terms of the 
Circuit Court of the United States for the fourth Circuit in the District of Ma- 
rylaud, which are now directed by law to be holden on the fitst day of May 
and seventh day of November, in each year, shall be hereafter holden on the 
eighth days of May and December in each year, except where such days hail 
oceur ov Sunday, when the terms of the said Court shall commente and be 
holden on the next succeeding day. 

Seer. 2. And be it further enacted, That the first session of the said Civeuit 
Court, after the passage of this act, shall be held on the eight (eighth) dayof 
December, in the year eighteen hundred and twenty-four. 

Sect. 3. And be it further enacted, That all process which may have igstied, 
or which may hereafter issue returnable to the next succeeding terms, as here- 
tofore established, shall be held returnable, and be returned, to those terms 
to which they are severally changed by this act. [.2pproved, May 26, 1824] 








CHAP. 169. An ACT granting to the Counties or Parishes of each state and 
Territory of the United States, in which the Public Lands are situated, the 
right of pre-emption to quarter sections of land, for seats of justice within 
the same. 


{[Seer..1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Americatn Congress assembled, That there be granted to 
the several counties or parishes of each State and Territory of the United States, 
where there are public lands, at the minimum price for which pudlie lands of 
the United States are sold, the right of pre-emption to one quarter section of 
land, in each of the counties or parishes, of said states or territories, in trast 
for said counties or parisnes, respectively, for the establishment of seats of jus- 
tice therein: Proveded, The proceeds of the sale of each of said quarter sec- 
tions shall be appropriated for the purpose of erecting public buildings im the 
county or parish for which it is located, after deducting therefrom the amount 
originally paid for the same: And provided, further, That the seat of justice 
for said counties or parishes, respectively, shall be fixed previously to a sale 





ligation on the part of the United States, to appropriate money to defray the 
expense of sucveying or opening said Canal: And provided, likewise, That the 
saia‘eauval, when completed, shall be, and forever remain, a public highway, 


of the adjoining lands within the county oc parish for which the same is located, 
| Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of sach, acts, heretofore 


|} passed, granting to states rights of pre-emption, for county or parish purposes, 


fox the use of the government of the United States, free irom auy toll or charge »| »s require said.seats of justice to be continued at of near the centre of each of 


whatevei, for auy property of the United States, of persons jn their service, on 


public businces, passing through the same. 


said counties or parishes, be, and the same is hereby, repealed, 
\ . {Appi oved, Moy %6, 1824, 
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a7 ACT to alter the Judicial Districts of Peansylvania, and for} that part of the late province of Louisiana which is now included 
CHAP, 140. ws ed “tlox boiraeed within the State of Missouri, by virtue of any French or Spaoish 


[Secr. 1} Be itenacted by the Senate and. House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following counties 
in the state of Pennsylvania shall cease to be a part of the Eastern Judicial 
District of Peunsylvania, and shall be added to, aud form e@ part of, the Wes- 
tern District; that is to say: Susquehanna, Bradford, Tioga, Union, North- 
ymberland, Columbia, Luzerne, and Lycoming; and that, besides the terms 
of the District Court directed by law to be held at Pittsburg, for the Western 
Distriety the Judge of the said Western District shall hold two terms in every 
year, at William’s Port, in the courty of .Lyconting, which shall commence on 
the first-Mondays of the months of June and October, in each and every year, 
beginning. in October next, and OF ees tak pe han from yee oh x 

may deem expedient for the despatch of the business thereof. 
ne om % 2 [ Approved, May 26, 1824.} 





CHAP. 171, An ACT to establish an additional Land Office in the State of 
Missouri. 

[Secr: 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That so much~ of the public 
lands of the United States included in the present District of St. Louis, in the 
State of Missouri as lies within the following boundaries, to wit : Beginning ou 
the Mississippi river, between townships numbered forty-eight and forty-nine ; 
thence west tothe range line between ranges ten and eleven; thence north to 
the township line between townships numbered fifty-two and fifty-three ; thence 
west to the range line between ranges thirteén atid fourteen ; thence north to 
the northern boundary line of the State of Missouri ; thence east with the state 
line to the river Desmoines; thence, with the river Desmoines and the state 
line, to the Mississippi river; thence, with and down the Mississippi river to the 
place of beginning, so as to include all the islands within the limits of the State 
of Missouri, shall be formed into a new land district, to be called “ The Dis- 
trict of Salt River,” and, for the sale of the public lands within the district 
hereby constituted, there shall be a land office established at such place, within 
the said district, as the President of the United States may designate 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a Register and Re- 
ceiver appointed to said office to superintend the sales of public lands in the 
said disttict, and who shall reside at the place where said office is established, 
give security in the same manner and sums, and whose compensation, emolu- 
ments, duties, and authorities, shall, in every respect, be the same, in relation 
to the lands to be disposed of, at their offices, as are or may be, by law, provyi- 
ded, in relation to the Registers and Receivers of public money, in the several 
offices-established for the sale of the public lands. 

Sect. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That all such public. lands, embraced 
within the district created by this act, which shall have been offered for sale to 
the highest bidder, at St. Louis, pursuant to any proclamation of the President 
of the United States, aad which lands remain unsold at the taking effect of this 
act, shall be subject to be entered and sold, at private sale, by the proper officer 
or officers of the land office hereby created, in the same manner, and subject to 
the samé terms and upon the like conditions, as the sales of said lands would 
have been subjected to, in the land office at St. Louis, had they remained at- 

tached to that office. [.4pproved, May, 26, 1824.] 





CHAP. 172. An ACT to provide for the sale of lands conveyed to the United 
States in certain cases, and for other purposes. 


[Sxcr. 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Agent of the Trea- 
sury be, and he hereby is, authorized, in all cases where the estates of insol.- 
vent debtors have been, or hereafter shall be, assigned fo the United States, un 
der the Act of the sixth June, seventeen hundred and ninety-eight, entitled ** Au 
Act providing for the discharge of persons imprisoned for debts due to the Uni- 
ted States,” to sell such estates, whether réal or personal, at such time, aod in 
such manner, as, with the approbation of the Secretary of the T'reasury, he 
shall think fit, for the best price that caa be had therefor, and to make all need- 
ful conveyances, assiguments, or transfers, of the same, to the purchaser or pur- 
chasers. 

‘Sucr. 2. And be it further enacted, Tiat, at any and every sale, on execu 
tions, at the suit of the United States, of lands or tenements of a debtor, it 
shall be lawful for the United States, by such Agent as the Treasury shall ap- 
point, to become the purchaser of such lands and tenements: Provided; That 
in no case shall such Ayent bid m behalf of the United States for a greater 
amount than that of the jadgment for which such estate may be exposed to sale, 
and the costs; and at shall be the duty of the Marshal of the District in which 
sach sale shall be held, in case such purchases shall be made, to make all need- 
ful conveyances, assigaments, and transfers, to the United States; and the 
Agent of the Treasury is hereby authorized, with the approbation of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, to sell and convey the said lands and tenements in the 
same manoer as is divected by the first section of this act, in respect to lands 
and tenements assigned by insolvent debtors. 

Seer. 3. And be it further enacted, That nothing herein contained, shall be 
deemed or construed to take away or impair any other remedy whicb the Uni- 
ted States may be now entitled to have against the person or property of deb- 
tors, to enforce the satisfaction of judgments obtained, or which may hereafter 
be obtained. [.Ipproved, May 26, 1824.) 





CHAP. 173. An act enabling the claimauts to lands within the limits of the 
State of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas to instituce proceedings to try 
the validity of their Claims. 

[Seor, 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That it 
ebali and may be lawful for any person or persons, or their legal 


grant, concession, warrant, or order of survey, legally made, zrant- 
ed, or issaed, before the tenth day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and four, by the proper authorities, to any person or per- 
sons resilient in the province of Louisiana, at the date thereof, or 
on or before the tenth day of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and four, and which was protected or secured by the treaty 
between the United States of America and the French republic, 
of the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight bundred and three, 
and which might have been perfected into a complete title, under 
and in conformity to the laws, usages, and customs, of the govern- 
ment under which the same originated, had not the sovereignty of 
the country been transferred to the United States, in each and 
every such case, it shall and may be lawful for such person or per- 
sons, or their legal representatives, to present a petition to the 
District Court of the state of Missouri, setting forth, fully, plainly, 
and substantially, the nature of his, her, or their claim to the lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, and particularly stating the date of 
the grant, concession, warrant, or order of survey, under which 
they claim, the name or names of any person or persons claiming 
the same, or any part thereof, by a diflerent title from that of the 
petitioner; or holding pozsession ef any part thereof, otherwise 
than by the lease or permission of the petitioner ; and, also, if the 
United States be interested on account of the lands within the 
limits of such elaim, not claimed by any other person than the 
petitioner ; also, the quantity claimed, and the boundaries thereof, 
when the same may have been designated by boundaries ; by whom 
issued, and whether the said claim has been submitted to the ex- 
amination of either of the tribunals which have been constituted 
by law for the adjustment of land titles in the present Jimits of the 
State of Missouri, and by them reported on unfavourably, or re- 
commended for confirmation; praying, in said petition, that the 
validity of such title, or claim, may be inquired into and decided 
by the said court; and the said court is hereby authorized andre 
quired to hold and exercise jurisdiction of every petition, present- 
ed in conformity with the provisions of this act, and to hearand 
determine the same, on the petition, in case no answer or answers 
be filed after due notice ; or onthe petition, and the answer or an- 
swers of any person or persons interested in preveuting apy claim 
from being established ; and the answer of the District Attorney of 
the United States, where he may have filed an answer, according 
to the evidence which shall be adduced by the petitioner, by any 
person interested in preventing the decree of the court in favour of 
the title of the petitioner or petitiouers, and by the United States, 
in conformity with the principles of justice, and according to the 
laws and ordinances of the government under which ‘the claim 
originated, and the copy of such petition, with a citation to any 








adverse possessor, or claimant, shall be served on such possessor 
or claimant in the ordinary legal manner of serving such process in 
the State of Missouri, at least fifteen days before the term of ‘the 
District Court of the United States, to which the same is madé re- 
turnable, and, in like manner, on the District Attorney of the 
United States, where the government is interested in-the defence ; 
and it shall be the duty of the United States’ Attorney for the 
District in which the suit shall be instituted, in all easesavhere the 
United States are interested on account of the public domain; to 
take notice of each petition filed under the provisions of this act. 
in the said district, and to make defence, on all just and proper oc- 
casions, in behalf of the public interest. 

Secr..2. And be it further enacted, That every petition whieh 
shall be presented under the provisions of this act, shall be con- 
dueted according to the rujes of a court of equity, except that the 
answer of the (istrict Attorney of the United States shall not be 
required to be verified by his oath, and tried, without any contia-. 
vance, unless for cause shown; and the said court shalt-have full 
power and authority to hear and determine al) questions arising in 
said cause, relative to the title of the claimants, the extent, local- 
ity, and boundaries of the said claim, or other matters connected 
therewith, fit aud proper to be heard and determmed ; and, by a 
final decree, to settle and determine the question of the validity of 
the title, according to the law of nations; the stipulations of any 
treaty, and proceedings under the same ; the several acts of Con- 
gress in relation thereto; and the laws and ordinances of the go- 
vernment from which it is alleged to have been derived ; and all 
other questions properly arising between the claimants and the 
United States ; which decree shal!, in all cases, refer to the trea- 





representatives claiming lauds, tenements, or hereditaments, ia 





ty, law, (or) ordigance, vader which it is confirmed or decreed 
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against ; and the court may, at its discretion, order disputed facts 
to be found bya jury, according tothe regulations and practice of 
the said conrt, when directing issues in chancery before the same 
court; and, ia all cases, the party against whom the judgment or 
decree of the said District Court may be finally given, shall be en- 
titled to an appeal, within one year from the (ime of iis rendition, 
to the Supreme Court of the United States, the decision of which 
Court shall be final and conclusive between tbe parties; and, 
should no appeal be taken, the judgment or decree of the said 
District Court shall, in like manner, be final and conclusive. 

Seer. S. And be it further enacted, 'That the evidence which has 
been received, by the different tribunals which have been con- 
stituted and appointed by law to receive such evidence, and tore- 
port the same to the Secretary of the ‘I'reasury, or to the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, upon all claims presented to | 
them respectively, shall be received and admitted in evidence for | 
or against the United States, in all trials under this act, when the} 
person testifying is dead, or beyond the reach of the Courts pro 
cess; together with such other testimony as it may be in the power 
of the petitioner, the person or persons interested in the defence 
made against establishing any claim, or the United States’ Attor- 
ney, to produce, and which shall be admissable, according to the 
rules of evidence, and the principles of law. 

Sect. 4. And be it further enacted, ‘That, in all cases in which 
evidence shali be offered by the petitioner, which has not been re- 
ceived by either of the tribupals constituted by law for that pur- 
pose, it shall be the duty of the attorney ofthe United States for 
the district in which the suit shall be instituted, or any person in 
terested in the defence may examine, or cause to be examined, the 
witnesses, whether examined in court, or by commission under 
the authority thereof; and it shall be the duty of the Commission- 
er of the General Land Office of the United Siates, or the keeper 
of any public records, who may have possession Of the records and 
evidence of the different tribunals, which have been constituted by 
Jaw for the adjustment of land titles in Missouri, as held by 
France, upon the application of any person or persons whose 
claim to Jands have been rejected by such tribunais, or either ol 
them, or on the application of any person interested, or by the at- 
torney of the United States for the district of Missouri, to furnish 
copies.of such evidence, certified under his official signature, with 
the.seal of office thereto annexed, if there be a seal of office. 

Secr. 5. And be it further enacted, That any claim to lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, within the purview of this act, which 
shall not be brought by petition before the said courts, within two 
years from the passing of this act, or which, after being brought 
before the said courts, shall, on account of the neglect or delay of 
the claimant, not be prosecuted to a final decision within three 
years, shall be forever barred, both at law and (in) equity, and no 
other action, at common law, or proceeding in equity, shall ever 
thereafter be sustained in any court whatever, ia relation to said 
claims. 


Seot.6. And be it further enacted, That, upon the final deci- 
sion of any claim prosecuted under this act, in favour of the clai- 
mant or claimants, it shall and may be lawiul for such claimant to 
demand and receive from the clerk of the court in which such fi- 
nal decision is had, a copy of the decree, in his, her, or their favour, 
under the official signature of the clerk, and the seal of the court, 
if any seal belong to it, and deliver the same to the surveyor of 
public lauds, for the state of Missouri, who shall, thereupon, cause 
the land specified in said decree to be surveyed, at the expense of 
the party ; and duplicate plats, and certificates of the survey, so 
made to be returned into his office, one of which shall remain in 
said office, and the other, authenticated by the attestation and o/- 
ficial signature of the surveyor of public lands, shall be delivered, 
on demand, to the party interested therein, and ihe same being 
presented to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, in 





under the provisions of this act, before any proceedings thereon, 
require good and sufficient security for all: BR era ~ 
may accrue thereon in prosecuting the. same-to a decree - 
the District Attorney, Clerk, Marshal, attending ran ro 
rors shail severally be allowed such fees for their services and atten. 
dance as’ may be allowed by law for the like services and atten. 
dance in the District Court of the state of Missouri, to be paid | 
the party @alling for such service or attendance, except where the 
petitiouer or petitioners fail to prosecute his; her, or their euit or 
claim to a final. decree, or to obtain a final decree in his, her, o; 
their favour, or where any such title or claim may have beén” see 
sented to the Commissioner or the Register and Receiver, i 

as Commissioners, for the examination of titles and claims to laid 
in said District, and by them has been reported unfavourably on, 
in all of which cases, all cost, charges, and.expenses of such 
secutions, shall be paid by the petitioner or petitioners ; that the 
Clerk of the Court, in which the final decree shall be had, shall be 
allowed one dollar and fifty cents for the official copy of sueh 
final decree; that the Surveyor of Public Lands shail be al. 
lowed one dollar for each of the official certificates, 

of him, and the keeper of the records and evidence, taken up- 
der former acts of Congress, for the adjustment of laad titles, 
shall be allowed at the rate of ten cents for every hundred 
words contained in any such written evidence of their claim 
to be paid by the party applying therefor. i 

Sect. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the dy 
ofthe Attorney of the United States for the district in which 
the suits authorized by this act shall be instituted, in every case 
where the decision is against the United States, and the claim 
exceeds one thousand acres, to make out and transmit, to the 
Attorney General of the United States, a statement contal ing 
the facts of the case, and the points of law on which the same 
was decided, and if the Attorney General shall be of opinion 
that the decision of the district court was erroneous, it shall'be 
his duty to direct an appeal to be made to the supreme court of 
the United States, and to appear for, and prosecute, the’said 
appeal in that court; and it shall be the further duty of the 
district attorney to observe the instruction given to him by 
the attorney general in that respect. 

Sect. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the marshal of the state of Missouri, by bimself or deputy, 
to attend the said court while in session, and t6 execute all 
process to him directed by the court, under this act. 

Sect. 11. And be it further enacted, That if, in any case, 
it should so happen that the lands, tenements, or hereditaments, 
decreed to any claimant, under the provisions of this act, shall 
have been sold by the United States, or otherwise disposed of, 
or if the same shall not have been heretofore located, in each 


public sale, the like quantity of land, in parcels, conformable 
to sectional divisions and subdivisions, in any land office in the 
state of Missouri; and, if it should so happen, that, in making 
such entries, there should remain in the hands of the enterera 
fractional excess of acres, of less number than the smallest sec- 
tional divisions authorized by law to be sold, it shall and may 
be lawful for the party interested to enter, in virtue of such 
fractional excess, the quantity of one haif quarter section, up- 








Washington City, shall entitle the party interested to a patent 
from the President of the United States. 

Secr. 7. And be it further enacted, That in each and every case | 
in which any claim, tried under the provisions of this act, shall be 
finally decided against the claimant, and in each and every case in 
which any claim cognizable, under the terms of this act, shall be 
barred by virtue of any of the provisivuns contained therein, the 
land specified in such claim shall, forthwith, be held and taken as 
a part of the public lands of the United States, subject to the same 
disposition as any other public land in the same district. 

Sect. 8. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of said Coort 


{ 


| tional excess to which he may be entitled by such confirmation. 
| Sect. 12. And be it further enacted, That, for the purpose 
of carrying into effect the provisions of this act, the judge of 
the district court for the state of Missouri, shall hold his ses- 


| sions at the following places, viz: at the town of St. Louis, in 
| the county of St. Louis, on the third Monday of September 


next; at the town of St. Genevieve, in the county of St, Gen- 
evieve, on the third Monday of December next; and at the 
town of Jackson, in the county of Cape Grrardeau, on the 








shall, and he is hereby directed, when any petition of claim is filed, 


third Monday of April next; he shall appomt bis own clerks; 
and after the first and each of the said sessions, he shall there- 
after sit, upon his own adjournments, at the places aforesaid, 
until all the business before him shal] be completed, or thé 
time limited by this act shall have expired, of which said ad- 


and every such case, it shall and may be lawful for the party. 
interested to enter, after the same shall have been: offered at 


on paying one dollar and twenty-five cents for each acre con- * 
tained in such half quarter section, over and above the frac- — 
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journments, and the time of holding the special sessions, afore- 
said, public notice shall be given at each of the places: afore- 
said, and at ‘such other places, in the state of Missouri, as he 
shall direct: Provided, That at either of the places aforesaid, 
the court may take cognizance and jurisdiction of any claim | 
within the limits of the state: Provided, moreover, That, if 
there should be any person defending against the confirmation | 
of such claim, in such case the trial, in case he shall request 
the same, shall be bad at that place nearest the residence of 
such person defending against such;confirmation : Provided, 
That none of the provisions of this act shall be applied to a 
claim of the representatives or assignees of Jacques Clamorgan, 
deceased, lying between the Missouri and Mississippi rivers, 
and covering parts of the counties of St. Charles and Lincoln, 
in the state af Missouri. 
Sect. 13. And be it further enacted, That the district judge | 
for the state of Missouri shall, while in the discharge of the du-| 
ties imposed by this act, be allowed at the rate of eight hun- | 
dred dollars per annum, iu addition to his salary as district 
judge for the state of Missouri, which shall be in full for his | 
services, 
Sect. 14, And be it further enacted, That all the provisions 
of this act shall extend to, and be applicable to, the territory 
of Arkansas ; and, for the purpose of finally settling and ad- 
justing the titles and claims to lands derived from the French 
and Spanish governments, respectively, the Superior Court for 
the territory of Arkansas, shall have, hold, and exercise juris 
diction in all cases, in the same manuer, and under the same 
restrictions and regulations, in all respects, as by this act is 
iven to the District Court for the state of Missouri ; and the 
Fad es of the Superior Court, Clerk of said Court, Marshal, 
and District Attorney of the United States, for the said terri- 
tory, shall, severally, perform the same duties, and have the 
the same powers in relation to the claims to land presented 
and, prosecuted in said Court, in the Territory of Arkansas, as 
is herein provided with regard to the titles and claims to land 
presented and prosecuted in the District Court for the state of 
Missouri, and the Judges of said Superior Court, the Clerk, 
Marshal, and District Attorney, shall, each, severally, receive 
te same fees, emoluments, and compensation for their services, 
as is in this, act provided, in regard to the District Judge, 
Clerk, Marshal, and District Attorney in the State of Missouri ; 
and the said Court shall commence its first session on the first 
Monday in October next, at little Rock, in the Territory of 
Arkansas ; and, afterwards, shall sit apon its own adjournments 
at the place aforesaid, until all the business before it shall be 
completed, or the time limited by this act shall have expired ; 
of which public notice shall be given, as is provided in this act, 
in relation te the District Court of the State of Missouri: 


Provided, That in all cases of a decree against the United} 


States, for a greater quantity of land than five hundred acres, 
ia the Superior Court of Arkansas, it shall be the duty of the 
Attorney of the United States, to transmit to the Attorney 
General of the United States, as soon as may be, a like state- 
ment of the facts and points of law in the case, as is required 
of the District Attorney of Missouri, and the same right of ap- 
peal, from the decisions of the Court.in Arkansas, shall be al- 
‘owed to each party,that are prescribed in relation to deci- 
sions in the. District Court of Missouri. 

Sect. 15. 4nd be it further enacted, That none of the pro- 
Visions of the fourteenth section shall extend to claims of a 
larger amount than one league square. 

{ Approved, May 26, 1824.] 





CHAP, 174, An ACT providing for the disposition of three several tracts of 
Lands in Tuscarawas County, in the State of Ohio, and for other purposes. 


[Secr. 1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled. 
That the three several tracts of land, dying in the County of 
Tuséarawas, in the State of Ohio, lately retroceded to the 
United States by the Society of. United ona for propa: 


Haid off into such tots, having regard to the existing surveys 


and improvements thereon, as will best conduce to the sale 
thereof: Provided, That the lots and tracts which the United 
States are bound to convey to the said Society, shall be Jaid off 
according to the contract for retrocession: 4nd_propided, al- 
so, that a suitable number of in-lots and out-lots, in the town of 
Gnadenhutten, shall be laid off for said town, embracing the 
improved part thereof, and the ficlds adjoining, now occupied 
by the mhabitants, which shall be platted and numbered, and 
a copy recorded in said county, according to the Laws of Ohio. 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall be, and is hereby, authorized to appoint an 
agent, who shall reside near the said land, whose duty it shall 
be to superintend and direct the survey of said land and lots ; 


| to receive and pay over to the ‘T'reasury the rents due, and to 


become due, on said lands ; fo take possession of such parts of 
said lands as may be forfeited by the tenants, by reason of 
non- performance of the covenants in their leases, to ascer- 
tain the actual cash value of each of the lots and town lots, with 
the improvements thereon, and, also, the value of each, sub- 


ject to the conditions of the lease outstanding on it, by the aid 


of two disinterested appraisers, to be selected by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, to ascertain the award to be made to Isaac 
Simners, Jesse Walton. Barzillai Walton, Jesse Hill, and Bo« 
az Walton, according to their leases; to receive a surrender 
of such of the leases outstanding on such lands as the holders 
thereof may be disposed to make, who have, or shall first com- 
ply with the conditions of their leases, up to the time of the 
surrender ; to superintend the sale of said lands and lots, and 
to transfer to the purchasers who shall buy any. of said land or 
lots, subject to the leases thereon, the lease of the lot or 
land so bought ; and to do whatever else may be necessary to 
effect a speedy and advantageous disposition of said lands and 
lots. 

Sect. 3. And be it further enacted, That a right of pre-emp- 
tion shall be allowed to John Andreas, John Neigamen, Jacob 
Winsb, and Catharine Tschudy, at the real cash value of the 
lots occupied by them, according to the stipulations of the said 
agreement for retrocession, and to any of the lessees, for any 
lot embracing their lease ; and, also, to the said Society of 
United Brethren, for any of the remaining lots, or‘ town lots, to 





an amount not exceeding the amouut stipulated to be paid to 
them by the United States: Provided, That any of the persons 
entitled to pre-emption, who shall be desirous to avail them- 
selves of such right, shall give notice to the said agent of such 
their intention before the cash value of the lots is ascertained ; 
and, im the case of the lessees, shall, at or before the time of 
giving such notice, pay all arrears of rent, and surrender their 
leases ; and shall, immediately after the said cash value is as- 
certained, be entitled to a patent for the lot or land to whieh 
they are entitled, as aforesaid, on paying the amount of such 
cash value; or,in the case of the Society, on their executing and 
delivering to said agent a discharge to the United States, for 
so much as said lot or land, whereto a pre-emption is claimed, 





shall amount to, on account of any sum to become due them by 
reason of the stipulations in said retrocession ; and no right to 
such pre-emption shall be considered as extending beyond, the. 
time of commencing the sale of said lands, as hereina(ter directed. 

Sect. 4. dnd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury may cause to be designated. and allowed for pub+ 
lic use, the usual ground for streets and alleys in said town, for 
public ground, and for schools; and may, moreover, cause to 
be designated and set apart, one lot in each of said tracts, not 
exceeding one thirty-sixth part of each, the title whereof shall 
be vested in the Legislature of the State of Olio, and held in 
trust for the use of schools, in the same manner as other lands 
granted by the United States for the use of schools, are held in 
that state. 

Sect. 5. And be it further enacted, That, immediately after 
the said surveys shall be completed, the cash value ascertained, 
and the school lands designated, the said agent shall give no- 








gating the Gospel among the Heathen, shall be surveyed and 





tice, by advertisement in one newspaper in Washington City, 
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and one in Steubenville, One in Zanesville, and one'in New-| 
Philadelphia, Ohio, of the time, not less than sixty days from 
the first publication, when he will offer the said lands and lots 
for sale, at public vendue, at the Court House in New-Philadel- 
phia aforesaid ; and shall, at such time and place, proceed to 








offer for sale, to the highest bidder, any of said lands or lots, 
remaining undisposed of, in the manner hereinbefore provided 
for: ahd none of said lots, or land, sball be put up at a less 
sum than the actual cash value ascertained as aforesaid; and 
jh case any of said lessees shall have failed, or refused to sur- 
fender their leases, the sale shall be made subject to those 
leases ; and each purchaser who may purchase at such sale, 
shall immediately pay to the said agent the amount of his pur- 
chase, and take his receipt for the amount, specifying the lot 
or land purchased ; upon which the purchaser shall be entitled 
{o..a patent as other purchasers of public lands are: but in 


case any purchaser shall fail to make bis payment as aforesaid, } 


at or before-the close of the sale, he shall be considered as 
having forfeited his purchase. and the land struck off to him 
shall be again offered for sale, in the same manner as if it had 
never been struck off: and the said agent, immediately after 
the close of such sale, shall pay over the money received 
at such sale, and for rent, to the United States, and report all 
his proceedings to the General Land Office; and the Presi- 
dent shall be, and he is hereby, authorized, whenever the 
boundaries of the several lots stipulated to be conveyed to the 


said soeiety shall be ascertained, to issue patents therefor 


to said society. 

Sect. 6. ind be it further enacted, That the agent herein 
provided for, shall take an oath of office, and give bond and 
security, in such sum and form as the Secretary of the Trea- 


sury may direct, and be allowed and paid for his services a} 
salary at the rate of six hundred dollars per annum: Provided, 


That said office shall not continue longer than is necessary to 
perform the duties herein required, and not longer than one 


year; and said salary, together with the incidental expenses 


attending the said survey and sale, shall be charged to the 
fund to be raised by the sale of said lots and land. The said 
appraisers shall be allowed the sum of two dollars for each 
day actually employed in the appraisement aforesaid, and 
neither the said agent nor appraisers shall be at liberty to pur- 
chase any of the said lands or lots. 

Sect. 7. And be it further enacted, That, if any such land 


or lotsremain unsold at public auction, as aforesaid, the same 


shall be subject to entry and sale at the Land Office in Zanes- 
ville, in Ohio, at the actual cash price, ascertained as afore- 


said, in the same manner that other lands of the United States 


are authorized to be entered ; and it shall be the duty of the 
accounting officers of the Treasury Department to keep a sepa 


rate account of the proceeds of the lots and lands aforesaid, 
and ofall moneys received and disbursed on account thereof; 
and, after the expenses of survey and sale of said lots and land 


go long as they shall five thereon ; and from the time said Ip. 
dians shall remove on to said reservation, the said annuit 
cease. ' _ * (Approved, May 26, 18243) 





nd 


CHAP. 175. An ACT supplementary to the several acts providing for ascertain. 


ing and adjusting the titles aud claims to landin the St, Helena aud Jacks, 
Court House Land Districts, : 


{Secr.1.] Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre. 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress Prthas 

That the claimants of lands within the limits of the land district 
of St. Helena, as established by the act of the twenty-fifth of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, entitled “An act 
for ascertaining the titles and claims to lands in that part of 
Louisiana, which lies east of the river Mississippi, and island 
of New-Orleans, whose claims have been presented .to. the 
; Commissioner appointed to receive and examine claims and 
titles to lands in said district, or to the Register and Receiver, 
acting as Commissioners, under the provisions of the act of 
the third of March, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, 
entitled * An act for adjusting the claims to lands, and estab. 
lishing land offices in the districts east of the island of New. 
Orleans, and which have not been reported to Congress, or 
whose claims have not been heretofore presented to the said 
Commissioner ; or to the Register and Receiver, acting as 


to present their titles and claims, and the evidence in snpport 
of the same, to the Register and Receiver of the said district, 
| whose powers and duties, in relation to the same, shall, inal! 





cited, and of the act of the eighth of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two, entitled “ An act sapplemen- 
tary to the several acts for adjusting the claims to land, andes. 
_ tablishing land offices in the districts east of the island of New- 
Orleans.” 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said Register and 
, Receiver shall have power to appoint a Clerk, who shall bea 
|person capable of translating the French and Spanish lan- 
guages, and who shall perform the duty of translator, and 
such other duty as may be required by said Register and Re- 


lowed, as a compensation for their services, in relation to the 
said claims, and for the services to be performed underthe 
provisions of the several acts to which this is a supplement, at 
the rate of one thousand dollarsa year; and the Clerk at the 
rate of twelve hundred and fifty dollarsa year; and the’Clerk 
employed by the said Register and Receiver, last year, shall 
be allowed, for the services then rendered by him, nine months’ 
salary, at the same rate ; which several sums of money shall 
be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated : Provided, That not more than two years’ com- 
pensation be thus allowed to either the Register and Recew- 


shall be reimbursed, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of ||er or their Clerk ; and the payment of the whole, or an por- 


‘the Treasury to pay to the said society the sums stipulated to 
be paid them, and for which they shall not have taken Jands and 
léts as herein before provided for; to pay tothe said Simners, 
Hill, and Waltons, the sums awarded to them; and then to 
credit the residue of the proceeds of said lots and lands, as 
they shall be received, to the fund for raising the annuity for 
the Christian Indians, so called, in the manner stipulated 
in the agreement entered tmto with them on the eighth 
of November, one. thousand eight. hundred and twenty- 


three. 


. Seer. 8. And be it further enacted, That, whenever the said 
Christian, Indians shall notify the President of the United 


tion, of the aforesaid compensation, may be withheld by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, until a report shall have been made 
to him, of the performance of the serviccs for which the 
same is allowed. : 
Secr, 3. And be it further enacted, Phat the Pheri 8 
ed by the Register aud Receiver of Public Moneys at St. 
lena Court House, be allowed the sum of one thousand dol- 
lars for the services performed by him, as Clerk to the said 
Register and Receiver of Public Moneys, during the year 
| one thousand eight hundred and tweuty two, and one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-three. 
Sect. 4. And be it further enacted, That the principal Depu- 


€tates that they wish to remove from their present residence, || ty Surveyor of the United States, for the St. Helena Distriet, 
on the River Thames, into the Territory of the United States, || shall reside at such place, in the said District, as shall be desig- 
it shall be lawful for the President to” designate a reservation |} nated by the President of the United States. i. 


of not less than twenty-four thousand acres of land, to be held 


‘ ; a tp (Approved, May 26, 1824.) 


by the said Indians in the usual mannerof Indian reservations 
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Commissioners, be allowed until the first day of January next, — 


respects, be governed by the provisions of the acts before te. 


ceiver; and the said Register and Receiyer shall each beal- 
























































